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PREFACE

Observations and investigations of earthquake damage have revealed that contemporary
empirical design and construction practices for single-family residences have not in all cases
proven adequate. Recognizing this, the Department of Housing and Urban Development
engaged the Applied Technology Council, San Francisco, to review available damage in-
formation as well as existing design and construction requirements for the purpose of
developing a methodology for improved seismic design and construction for single-family
dwellings, thereby reducing future siesmic losses and life-loss risks.

The Applied Technology Council (ATC) is a nonprofit corporation, established by the
Structural Engineers Association of California, and has as its goal the protection and en-
hancement of the public welfare through the advancement of technoloaical develooments
for application in daily practice in the fields of structural design and construction. In partic-
ular, the objectives of ATC are to gather, coordinate, and disseminate technical data in order
that it may be made available for use by engineers, other design professionals, code-enforcing
officials, and builders.

The ATC organization fills a unique need for the design professionals, providing a means
to assemble expert talent to solve special problems as they arise. ATC does not have a staff
of researchers. Instead, all work is performed under subcontracts or agreements with qual-
ified individuals, institutions or firms. The system makes it possible to bring current state-
of-the-art techniques and methodology together with seasoned experience of practicing
professionals.

To develop the information needed to improve seismic resistive construction practices for
single-family residences, ATC engaged a structural engineer subcontractor well-experienced in
residential construction and earthquake engineering, plus an advisory panel consisting of
prominent structural engineers and a representative of the Building Industry Association (San
Fernando Valley Chapter).

Principal Investigator/Subcontractor

Ralph W. Goers PE _
Ralph W. Goers & Associates, Structural Engineers
Sherman Oaks, California
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